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HK Establishment Day 

R1M | Speakerphone for UC

Mobile devices including notebooks, 
are becoming more popular because 
their functions are very similar to 
desktop PCs, yet they are much more 
convenient for users on-the-go. This all 
helps businesses to communicate with 
customers, vendor and co-workers in 
an efficient manner, anywhere, 
anytime. 

A well-built portable speakerphone 
therefore,  can be such a valuable tool. 
Accutone R1M is a conference device 
with an elegant “office” look. In a flat-
cylinder form-factor, it is perfect for 
small group usage, where users can 
surround the unit in equal distance. 

A powerful tool for boardroom or 
outdoor meetings, the R1M comes 
with 4 Capacitive-Touch buttons with 
indicative LED indications. Universal 
Plug & Play solution for PC/Mac allows 
compatibility to VoIP apps like Skype 
on notebooks, tablets & smartphones.

Natively built for Microsoft Lync, the 
R1M comes with a UC hook switch for 
interactive controls. Aside from USB, it 
also connects to mobile devices via  
3.5mm plug. 

Excellent noise cancellation and Full 
Duplex capability makes the R1M a  
cut above the rest. Please contact us for 
more detail . sales@accutone.com

The

It has been 18 years since 1st July 1997, 
the date transfer of sovereignty over Hong 
Kong from the United Kingdom to the 
People's Republic of China. Since then, a 
lot of Hong Kong citizens get asked the 
same question a lot from foreigners. “Has 
Hong Kong changed since 1997?”

In certain aspect the answer is yes. On 1st 
July 1997, the first change was the flag, 
The British national flag has been used in 
Hong Kong for over a century. 

After the handover, instead of using the 
China national flag, China government 
authorized Hong Kong to have their own 
flag - HKSAR flag. The pattern is Bauhinia 
Blakeana, a tree commonly found in Hong 
Kong.

Also, the name “Royal” has been removed 
in many organizations, The Royal Hong 
Kong Jockey Club is now Hong Kong 
Jockey Club, RSPCA is SPCA, Royal Hong 
Kong Police is just Hong Kong Police. 
Speaking of the Hong Kong Police, did you 
know there was a picture of Queen 
Elizabeth II in every police station before

the handover? Those were removed on 
the morning of July 1st, 1997!

There are also gradually changes such as 
the coins, ones with Queen's head are still 
legal, but a good tip is if you see one, keep 
it to yourself as it might worth a lot of 
money in 50 years time!

Hong Kong is a unique city. For example, 
July 1st is HKSAR Establishment Day, on 
one side there are fireworks displaying, 
people celebrating. On the other side, tens 
of thousands of protester attends the July 
1st protest. The record was set on 2003, 
there were 500,000 marchers, back then 
the population in HK was only around 7 
Million!

In a business point of view, Hong Kong is 
still one of the safest city, most HK people 
speaks more than two languages, they 
play an important role in connecting east 
and west. The economy and the legal 
systems are mature, which attracts 
investors to this lovely place, if you still 
haven't been to Hong Kong, you don't 
know what you are missing 
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“Microsoft's Lync replacement provides 
sophisticated communications but doesn't 
yet feel entirely finished”, a genuine 
comment by tech writer, Kat Orphanides.

The roll-out of Microsoft Skype for Business 
is intended to be a complete revamp to the 
Lync communication service, although its 
availability immediately after release is 
limited. Microsoft Lync Server 2013 gets a 
free update to support the Skype for 
Business client, while Lync Server 2010 
users will have to upgrade to the new Skype 
for Business Server 2015.

Follow up on Skype for Business
Pros: 
1. Allows contact of Skype users, phone 
numbers, and all employees within the 
organization. 
2. Video/Audio recording in calls. Supports 
up to 250 attendees in a meeting.
3. High quality audio and video.

Cons:
1. Mobile app not yet released.
2. Not a full-fledged VoIP platform, no inte-
grated dial-in audio conference features. 
Online plans don't work with hardware 
phones, can't disable telephony options in 
client.

Besides the operating 
platform, one would want 
to know what this change 
brings to headset and 
speaker phone products?
Microsoft introduced 
“Optimized for Skype for 
Business” certification 

and mark as expected, as they did with 
Lync in the past, perhaps to shut new 
players from the big boy’s club?

However, the set up and test of an audio 
device for Lync and Skype for Business are 
the same. 

This means one doesn't need to buy a new 
“Skype for Business” headset even if one 
upgrades the Lync Server to the new Skype 
for Business Server, because a Lync headset 
works perfectly with Skype for Business. The 
hook key of the Lync headset and Lync 
speaker phone products works perfectly 
with Skype for Business, no driver or update 
is required. 

Reference & Credits:
www.cloudpro.co.uk
asia.pcmag.com
support.office.com

Industry News

The Dragon Boat Festival, also known as the 
Tuen Ng (in Cantonese) or Duanwu (in 
Mandarin), is a traditional and statutory 
holiday originating in China.

The festival occurs on the 5th day of the 5th 
month of the lunar calendar, it fell on June 
20th this year, June 9th in 2016.

The story holds that the festival commemo-

Dragon Boat Festival
Culture & Arts

rates the death of the poet and minister Qu 
Yuan of the ancient state of Chu during the 
Warring States period of the Zhou dynasty.

A cadet member of the Chu royal house, Qu 
served in high offices. However, when the 
king decided to ally with the increasingly 
powerful state of Qin, Qu was banished for 
opposing the alliance and even accused of 
treason.  During his exile, Qu Yuan wrote a

great deal of poetry. Twenty-eight years later, 
Qin captured Ying, the Chu capital. In despair, 
Qu Yuan committed suicide by drowning 
himself in the Miluo River.

It is said that the local people, who admired 
him, raced out in their boats to save him. This 
is said to have been the origin of dragon boat 
races. When Qu's body could not be found, 
they beat on drums and splashed their oars 
in the water, dropped balls of sticky rice into 
the river so that the fish would eat them 
instead of Qu's body. This is said to be the 
origin of “zong”.

The festival was long marked as a festival 
culturally in China and is a public holiday in 
Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, Macau and some 
Chinese communities of southeast Asia. 

Interesting enough, the Dragon Boat Race 
has become the world's fastest growing 
water sport in the non-Chinese communities 
year after year. It would be a wonderful 
experience when you next come to Hong 
Kong on the Dragon Boat Festival, especially 
when you find the Peak, Lan Kwai Fong no 
longer exciting.
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Memory Foams worth Paying Extra Money For?
Product Knowledge

Same as fingerprints, the shape of ones’ 
ear-canal is unique across everyone. You 
cannot find two person with the same ear-
shape in the world unless we are talking 
about cloning. 

However, silicone tips that come with a 
headphone are always fixed size. They 
serve the purpose of fitting but for any 
form of true noise isolation, you should 
look for memory foam ear-tips. 

There are of course many different types 
and brands of memory foam, price varies a 
lot. Out of all these, Comply™ Foam Tips, is 
a very good choice.

Comply™ Tips, like many memory foam 
tips, are made of a unique viscoelastic 
polyurethane foam. The foam is a 
breathable, heat-sensitive, material that 
conforms to the shape of a person’s ear 
canal, providing a perfect fit which seals 
out unwanted ambient sound to ensure 
zero sound loss meanwhile avoids leaking 
bass. 

In some cases, like the Gemini head-phone, 
the bass performance can improve as 
much as 10dB when using a Comply tip.

Vary according to different brands, some 
memory foam tips are 30 times softer than 
most factory-supplied silicone tips.  They 
are more comfortable in-ear and reduce 
irritation and wearing-fatigue.

So simply put, experience users buy 
memory foams for two reasons, comfort 
and sound improvement. Why is it called 
memory foam? It’s because the foam 
always expand back to its original form 
seconds after squeezing, hence the name 
“memory”.

Installation is easy. First remove the old 
silicone tip from your headphone. Then 
angle the memory tip and insert over the 
headphone’s nozzle. After that, squeeze 
the tip into a thin, round cylinder. Gently 
insert the entire tip into the ear and let it 
rest there for 10-15 seconds to expand and 
fill the ear canal.

Caring of memory foam tips are important 
as they have a limited shelf-life can be quite 
expensive to replace. Always remember to 
cleanse the tips with clean and damp cloth. 
Use water only, and never with any alcohol 
based solutions. Let them dry completely 
before next use. Continual exposure to ear 
discharge can damage the foam, so users 
are recommended to clean the tips every 
three months, or when they are soiled.

Comply Foam Tip comes in different shape 
and finishing, with prices range from $8.95 
to $21.95 a pair. You can decide whether 
it’s worth it to pay extra for such accessory, 
but Accutone makes it simple for you, since 
all Pro-line headphones come with a pair 
straight out of the box!
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Helicopter Drones - Part 1
Today’s Technology

Drones have been a hot topic everywhere. 
Last year alone, there have been numerous 
reports and headlines on the news about 
Helicopter Drone accidents. Even the White 
House and President Obama are linked to 
these news, as twice already have helicopter 
drones crash landed within the presidential 
premise the past six months. 

Yet, crashes are not as frequent as it once 
were, believe it or not. Just ten years ago, 
anyone rich enough to own a helicopter 
drone will most likely crash within a few 
seconds on their first flight, whether they 
have been trained or not.

But now, it seems like even any kid from  
elementary school can enjoy flying a heli-
drone flawlessly. This is mainly due to the 
improvement of the Gyroscope, one of the 
most crucial and valuable electronic parts in 
any drone. It is a multiple dimension sensor 
that detect the finest motion or  posture 
changes on the drone and fix it  within 
milliseconds. 

Besides the shell, rotors and the electronic 
circuit board, what’s left inside a drone is 
just the battery - the biggest and heaviest 
component. But if you take apart the batte-
ry compartment, you might be surprised 
or somewhat disappointed that it is rather 
empty for such an expensive gadget.

Rest assured this is not a scam. The answer 
lies in the fact that the quality of battery 
takes a great effect on performance and 
flight time. In fact, drone battery utilizes 
some of the latest technology in power-
management. It is capable of handling high 
current without overheating, has automat-
ic power discharge, and high efficiency vs 
its weight. 

Since a drone won’t fly without its battery, 
a helpful advice is that one battery usually 
last about 20 minutes of flying, so prepare 
enough backup batteries before your next 
trip!

To be continued...See you next month.

Accutone is proud to announce that this 
year is our 20th anniversary. For the past 
twenty years, there were good and tough 
times. The most important thing is the exp-
perience we gained, and the friendship we 
built with you! Special thanks to those who 
have worked with us the past two decades. 

To celebrate this special event, we are now 
giving away 500 special-designed T-shirts 
on purchases of our audio products. Full 
promotion details will be announced soon.

Anniversay T-Shirt
Marketing Activites
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